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SITE VISIT:

1.

THE MATURE TREE EXPERTS

T

he word expert seems to be used
quite loosely these days, with websites
proudly boasting their many accolades
and “Expert” companies popping up across the
professional scene, all claiming to be leaders
in their specific field. It is quite rare that we
have the pleasure of meeting a company who
genuinely defines the word “Expert.” Trees
South Africa is surely one of those rare finds!
Leaving the City for our monthly Site Visits
has become an anticipated and somewhat
therapeutic trip for us and our journey to Dag
Willems 22ha farm in Stellenbosch certainly
lived up to our expectations, with a troop of
adorable dogs even running alongside the car
as we navigated our way through the farm to

www.prolandscaper.co.za

arrive at the offices onsite. Dag and his team
are in the process of moving their mature trees
from their site on Winery Road and planting
roots at their new residence which has a very
farm style sleek ambience and incredible views.
Most importantly, this site is graced by some
of the most magnificent mature trees we have
ever seen.
Meeting with Dag and has incredibly capable
team, it soon became clear that Trees SA
goes far beyond the call of “Supplier” having
grown, planted, rescued and relocated countless
trees for three decades. Dag is a professional
Ecologist & Arborist and together with his
team boasts 11 industry relevant degrees,
evident in the way they treat their jobs!
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2.

WRITES UPON THE SKY

“

ARE POEMS
“ TREES
THAT THE EARTH
— KAHLIL GIBRAN

3.

In fact, they are responsible for the planting and
installation of 95% of their trees. They also
offer “Aftercare” of the trees planted whilst the
tree establishes itself-as personal insurance
to their clients. Trees SA has even patented a
device that allows the checking of moisture
levels in the soil where a specific tree is planted,
to determine the best course forward.
From expert rigging- ensuring the tree is
transported in pristine condition, to root ball
preparation- employing internationally recognized
techniques to ensure the tree is given the best
chance within its Mediterranean climate onsite,
you can be assured that your tree is well looked
after, even up to 8 years after you purchase it!
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This is just testament to the passion for trees
we were able to bear witness to on the farm.
After meeting the team and watching some
incredible drone footage of the farm, we were
bubbling with the need to be let loose to
explore the various species. There are well over
70 000 trees onsite with approximately 100
different species, so the offerings are large,
so large that you can even purchase 4 500
litre trees onsite.
Because the team expertly relocates, rescues
and rehabilitates large trees, there are some
very unique and inspiring trees on this premises
that you certainly will not find elsewhere.

4.

Trees SA’s wholesale nurseries are benchmark
nurseries in the production of various large,
container-grown, indigenous and exotic trees
and these range from 2.5 to 15m in height.
It is all about giving the trees the time they
need to mature before they set off to their new
homes. Then, just when you would think their
job is done, Dag and his team begin their labour
of love caring for the large trees they plant.
Experts in the true sense of the word!
Image Captions:
2. A cotton poplar (Populus deltoides var wizlizenii), beautiful
in its crookedness. 3. Stand of 2000-litre bag size Pin Oak
(Quercus palustris) trees. 4. Dag Willems poses for a picture
outside his first ever office. It’s wonderful to see the journey
from then to now.
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